ROCKPORT COMMON COUNCIL

APRIL 11, 2016 5:15 PM

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Connie Hargis, Ferman Yearby, Roxie Decker, Donna Lashley, Joe Carpenter, Mayor Gay Ann Harney, Clerk-Treasurer Susie Roberts and City Council Attorney Bryan Rudisill.  

PLEDGE: The Pledge of Allegiance was said by all in attendance.

MINUTES APPROVAL:  Connie made a motion to approve the March 12th minutes; Roxie seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion was approved.  Connie made a motion to approve the March 22nd minutes; Roxie seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion was approved.

NEW BUSINESS:  (WATER METER UPDATE)-No new information.

(CITY WATER STUDY GRANT AND OTHER USDA, RURAL DEELOPMENT UPDATES)-Mayor Harney has received an email stating that they have increased our water study grant from $17,500 to $30,000.

(CSO ISSUES OR UPDATES)-We have contacted the state requesting an extension of one to two years for our CSO project.

(POLICE DEPARTMENT FEE ORDINANCE)-We will get our current ordinance updated to reflect the new charges, per request from the State Board of Account auditor.

(MUSEUM AD PARK FEES ORDINANCE)-This will be revised and presented at our next meeting.

(HISTORIC ROCKPORT PRESERVATION COMMISSION)-Donna Ayer appeared before the council with the proposed guidelines for the preservation commission.  Ferman made a motion to accept the City of Rockport Historic guidelines as presented; Joe seconded the motion.  All were in favor, except Connie-who abstained, and the motion was approved.  An ordinance stating that the guidelines were adopted was presented to the council for consideration.  Ferman made a motion to consider this ordinance; Donna seconded the motion.  All were in favor, except Connie- who abstained, and the motion was approved.  Ferman made a motion to read by title and approved Ordinance 2016-1, Approving Guidelines of the Historic Preservation Commission of the City of Rockport, Indiana; Roxie seconded the motion.  All were in favor, except Connie-who abstained, and the motion was approved.

(FIFTH STREET ROAD WORK UPDATE)-Mayor Harney informed the council that it looks like our project will possibly begin in June.

(RESPONSIBLE BIDDING PLEDGE)-Tabled until next meeting.

Ferman raised the question regarding the upcoming deadline with our AEP agreement-have we had any success in arranging a meeting with AEP.  Attorney Rudisill stated that he is working with City Attorney Wetherill on this.

NEW BUSINESS:  (NEW ROCKPORT MAIN STREET ART PARK)-Mayor Harney shared an artist rendering of the mural at the Main Street park.  This should be starting in May.

(UPDATES ON GRANTS AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE CITY)-Mayor Harney shared some information about upcoming opportunities for the city.  She met with Lisa Gehlhausen and went over several projects that will be available.  Indiana Dept. of Natural Resources will be offering grants for a splash park.  Grants for storm water are also available

We will be opening the bids for the feasibility study on the Auto Parts Building on May 16th at 10 am.  

We will be getting an intern from Lincoln National Boyhood Park this summer.

A contract for our council attorney was presented to the council.  Ferman made the motion to accept the contract from Bryan Rudisill; Donna seconded the motion.  All were in favor, except Connie-who abstained, and the motion was approved.

Darren Ewing was introduced as the new foreman for the street department.  He will begin on April 18th.

Mayor Harney asked the council to amend the salary ordinance for the Director’s position at the museum.  She would like to split the position from one full time position to two part time positions.  This will be tabled until the next meeting so the attorney will have time to prepare an ordinance.  Clerk-Treasurer Roberts suggested since we will be amending the salary ordinance to also add the council attorney.  The council would like to pay one third of the attorney’s pay from AEP, water and sewer-if the state board of accounts will allow this.

Mr. Kelly, from Kelly Trucking, appeared before the council.  He was supposed to be at the Board of Public Works meeting.  There was discussion with him about debris falling off the trucks and excessive traffic late at night.

CLAIMS SIGNED:  Claims were signed.

ADJOURNMENT:   Connie made a motion to adjourn; Donna seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion was approved.

